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PASTOR'S COLURN

MATTHEW 25:31-46

Many churches encourage tithing as a financial stewardship discipline:
Giving 10 percent of income to Christ's work. Yet, how many go further
and encourage disciples to give one-tenth of their time to God as well,
in ministries they may one day recognize as serving the risen Lord
Jesus through service to others?

Pastor Michael
O’Hearn

If we spend eight hours a day sleeping, that leaves 16 waking hours.
One-tenth of that is 1.6 hours. Multiply that figure by seven, and you
get just over 11 hours a week. Just think of what the typical congregation could accomplish,
if it used all those hours to serve "the least of these" in their community!

The late Ernest Campbell, formerly pastor of Riverside Church in New York City, used to point
out that there are two places where the strength of a Christian's commitment is recorded in
writing: the checkbook and the calendar. Of the two, he went on to say, the calendar is
probably the most revealing.

"When did we see you, Lord? Was it during the hours we spent in front of the TV -- or out
shopping, just for fun? Was it during the time we spent cleaning the house, chasing the
Martha Stewart ideal? Or was it those extra hours we put in at work, hoping to curry the
boss's favor and get that promotion? Or was it during the hours we put in at a sports activity?
Or was it the hours we give as a confirmation parent to mentor our sons or daughters in the
faith? Or the hours a week we give doing a daily individual or family devotion with some
prayer time? Or the time we give for thanking the Lord for all that we have?" There's nothing
wrong with such pursuits, but if we allow them to crowd out Christian service, we just may be
taking our place among the goats.

See you in service?
Pastor Michael
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Stepping Up To Joyful Generosity
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The theme for our stewardship
Up To Joyf ul Generosity. o OQur b
A How b e au the plaink areuthe ¢eat of those who bring good
news. 0O( Revised Havre Version) oUr pllledge S
During November, members of the congregation will hear how we can step
up and out in faith towards joyful generosity. The Generosity Committee,
formerly the Stewardship Committee, will serve as your Generosity Coaches!
Thank you for all that you give through your time, talents, and money to
further the mission of our Lord through First Lutheran Church.
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usic Musings

By Mary Stevens, Music Coordinator

Theology in a nutshell. That is a description of a well-written hymn. There are many, many exam-
ples of “theology in a nutshell” hymns in our hymnal. Let’s look at one of them and the theology
that is there.

“Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee. Let the water and the blood, from thy riven
side which flowed, be of sin the double cure; cleanse me from its guilt and power.” Jesus is the
Rock of Ages, eternal, mighty, never changing. Jesus was wounded (“cleft”) for our transgressions.
The blood that was shed on the cross cleanses us from the murderous effects of our sin.

“Not the labors of my hands can fulfill thy law’s demands, could my zeal no respite know, could
my tears forever flow, all for sin could not atone; thou must save, and thou alone.” Humanity is a
fallen race. We are born in sin. Even if we could live an absolutely perfect life, it would not be
enough. Our sinful nature causes us to sin in ways that are unknown to our conscious minds. Holi-
ness is not something that we can achieve through the force of our own will. Only God can lift us
from the power of sin.

“Nothing in my hand | bring, simply to thy cross | cling. Naked, come to thee for dress; helpless,
look to thee for grace; foul, | to the fountain fly; wash me, Savior, or | die.” Once we are aware of
the perverseness of our sin, we have no choice but to throw ourselves at the feet of the Savior and
plead for mercy.

“While | draw this fleeting breath, when mine eyelids close in death, when | soar to worlds un-
known, see thee on thy judgment throne, Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee.”
When our journey on this earth is done, we shall see the courts of heaven. We shall see Jesus high
and exalted with the Name that is above all other names. Then our hearts will sing with the high-
est praise. All glory belongs to Jesus.

When you are in church on Sunday and sing the hymns, listen to the words. Study the words. You
will be studying understandable theology. It’s all there.

UPCOMING EVENTS TO WATCH FOR:
Community Thanksgiving Service
Piano and Pipes: Christmas 2011 Concert Sunday, December 4 at 2:00 p.m.
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FIRST LUTHERAN RADIO SPONSORSHIP
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Isors. Please prayerfully consider sponsoring a Sunday. If you have questions please €8i8165

| $175 for one Sunday $87.50 for 1/2 Sunday
Other This is a monthly commitment

I Name(s) Address

Optional: In Honor/Memorycircle one)of: I

Isponsore ¥ G KI G {dzyR-&Qa NIRA2 ONBIROI&G® I

I/We give permission to have my/our name(s) printed in the bulletin and/or in the worship announcem(!nts as
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The Annual Church Bazaar will be on Saturday, November 12, 11:00am to 2:00pm. in the Fellow-

chip Hall. The High School Youth and parente will be cetving the Lutheran Hot Dich, Salade and
Pie. For cale will be baked goodieg, lefee and crafte. Thig ic the youth group's annual fundraiger.

The High School Youth Group ie acking the congragation to donate piee and ealade for our
Bazaar. A cign up cheet will be pacced during both cerviceg, (Oct. 30 & Nov. 6) or by contacting
Chamene Plum, 262-4099. Pleace bring your calad and pie to the church by 10:45 am on
November 12. If you would like to donate baked iteme we would greatly appreciate them.

Thank you to everyone who ic helping plan and work the Bazaar. We appreciate everyone's cupport for

out Youth Group's annual fundraicer.

Youth Leadere,
Cliff & Chamene Plum

A FUNDRAISERS:

0Sunday Soup ptartthg Nogember 6th, the Bible Camp kids will be selling
frozen homemade soups and dinner rolls on Sundays for $6.00 downstairs in the
Fellowship Hall. Fall is a perfect time for a bowl of nice, hot, HOMEMADE soup!

0Courthouse

B @rkWedn8saldy,dNévember 23, from 8am to 1pm, the

Bible Camp kids will be having a bake sale at the courthouse. Come and buy your

Thanksgiving pie!

aento”

210 G

ders'

First Communion & Bible \

The third graders of First Lutheran are o
invited to attend First Communion and Bible &7’
Class on Sunday, November 6th and 13th &2
from 3:00 - 5:00 pm in the Fireside Room.
On November 20, the third graders will
receive their First Communion and their
Bibles during Sunday worship. oo

CHRISY WITHIN
20U



News From Siberia

From Bradn Buerkle, our missionary in Siberia:

I was filled with optimism and excitement as I got off the plane. It was on the 1st
of September 2001, and I had arrived in St. Petersburg to begin my internship as a
part of the ELCA Horizon Internship Program. While there was no one to meet me
at the airport (or even at the church when I arrived), it didn't matter - I was returning to the country I
had fallen in love with while a student at St. Olaf, and I would be contributing to the development of
the Lutheran church as it re-emerged after 70 years of repression. It would be just one year, but I was
aiming to make the most of it. I planned to learn about the church, develop good relationships with
fellow seminarians and with my supervisors (one from the ELCA and another from Germany), and to be
of use in the congregations (first in St. Petersburg and then in Novgorod). That single year commit-
ment to the church in Russia has now stretched into its second decade. Both in the congregation and
at the seminary in Novosaratovka there were many moments that inspired and many others that
brought disappointment. And now I begin a new ministry in that harsh and beautiful land that is Sibe-
ria. While my optimism and excitement have been tempered a bit by a more realistic picture of life
here, I still feel very grateful to have the opportunity to serve in the country that has become my sec-
ond home. In the few month and a half that I have served as pastor in Novosibirsk, I've already seen
some of the ways the history of ethnic oppression and personal trauma has been reflected in the life
of the congregation. At the same time I've also seen a great depth of faith. I'm reminded that our pain
and our vulnerability would get the best of all of us were it not for the promise of God to be near,
never abandoning us to our weakness or our fear. I've been sharing reflections on ministry weekly in
my blog, but in my newsletters I'll be presenting much of the same information, albeit in edited form. I
hope that my words will give you a window into life on the other side of the planet, and that your faith
will be strengthened as you consider both the ministries you help support and the faith journeys of

your fellow Christians in Russia. . . N
NJ RY . dzS NdsdiaBcOreespodeng ibyspot.com

Dear First Lutheran Church,

Thank you so much for the care
packages, it was greatly appreciated by
the soldiers. As a token of our gratitude, we
proudly flew this American flag over Cos
Kalsu on the 17th of June 2011. We appre-
ciate all of your dedication, support, and

encouragement of all who served in Opera- , - ,
tion New Dawn. First Lutheran had the privilege of having

On a personal not yegsip Olreeht P“‘S‘ﬁ“:hioq Sundgy Qetober
so long to send this gift of appreciation. | 23 while home for her entrance interview
have been quite busy. There was a letter in with Bishop Jessica Christ and the Candi-
one of the boxes, it had water damage dacy Committee. She plans on attending
and | was not able to read the address. | Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN or Trinity
wish | could respond tit. If the writer of the Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, OH and
letter would like to get a hold of me, he or becoming a pastor. However, before she

she can email me at csqd57@gmail.com . pursues further education, she intends to
Thank you again and God bless. go abroad for a year to do volunteer service

Respectfully, work with Young Adults in Global Mission.

SPC Christopher Shields She is very interested in how to make the

C Co. 1-163 church fAworko in the
Note: The flag that Christopher speaks of is dis- society and church can meet within our eve-
played in the narthex along with a certificate of ap ryday lives. Thank you Jessie for living the
preciation. life of service to others and to God.

An update on Jessie Obrecht:

21st


http://russiancorrespondent.blogspot.com/

y/ Ordination % X A |

Eva Nel sonds f a y W
Of thank everyone for the support and lov
. shown during Evad¥ ti m
Cara ‘Holmqwst center and recent death. Your prayers,
November 16 at 11:00am cards, food and other acts of kindness

have been a great source of strength
and comfort. Thank you to those who
furnished and served food at the

M Lunchgon will follow the funeral reception.
cgrgmony. Plegase call the church God Bless you,

\ office at 442-6270 to RSVP. / Pastor Brad and Elaine Ulgene

ot. John’s lsuthegran
Helgna, MT
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" and the Nelson family “

The Prayer Shawl Ministeyquiet, behind the scenes, but
very important ministry of First Lutheran Church. The shav
are a source of comfort and healing for those who are griev
or dealing with illness. This ministry has been serving First
Lutheran and the community for about five years and have
given out 106 prayer shawls. If you know of someone who
grieving or in need of healing please come and pick up a st
along with a prayer card, which are located in the narthex o
the church.

Prayer Chain gl
Those who are awaiting surgery, hospitalized or recovering: Monica, Brandi
Berg, Matt Schnittgen, Dave Filius, John Malley, Evaksdlisiit Boyum, Kathy
Havshault, Jasmine Christianson, Adam Borg, Kasidee Kane, Gwen Keely =

ﬂﬁ‘S
Dudley, Karen Sloan, Jim Barnett NG~
Those at home Dee Heltne, Bill Otto, Carolyn Richardson, Delores Johnso ‘1%{32, .( 20)
Herb Freier, Evelyn Patera, Ruth Meredith, Roger Phillipi

Those who are in living facilities: Edna Hess, Mary Meland, Muriel Otto, llert

Hellebust

Those who are grieving The families of Henry Christopherson, Dale Anderson, Doris Barrow (Chris
al NAaddsSSyQa Y20KSNDLIX wAOKINR ¢K2YlLaz I 9@F byfazy:
Those Serving In The Military: Aaron Nolan, AirFore€alifornia, Kohl Bebee U.S. Ar@grmany, John Jo-
seph Kane, U.S. Marine Capkinawa ,Japan,

Teresa Buerkle Army ROBGzeman

Prayers for military unit: 1-163 Infantry Battalion stationed in Iraq

Those Serving In The Peace Corp: Michelle Hockett Peace Corp, serving in Kazakhstan

Please note: if you have someone that you would like put on the Prayer Chain to be listed in the bulletin
and or First News please call the Church Office at 265-5881 or email Tluthvr@itstriangle.com and so we
can be sure to get it in the bulletin and/ or prayer chain.




News From...

Kremlin Lutheran

Greetings to everyone at First Lutheran from the Kremlin Lutheran congregation! We are very
happy to be in partnership with you, and look forward to a long-lasting, fruitful relationship.
Please feel welcome to worship with us, should you feel the urge to get up a bit early and
take a nice Sunday drive — we have services at Kremlin on the first and third Sundays of each
month at 8:30 a.m. (Goldstone worships on the second and fourth Sundays at 11:00 a.m.)
Our parish nurse, Judy Vosen, will be providing a health related article for this newsletter each
month and welcomes ideas for matters you would like to see addressed. You may contact her
by phone at 265-2903 or by email at May God bless us as we work
together in his ministry among our communities!

CNEY GKS tINAREK bdNES OWdzRE +23Sy0 XXX00

He changes times and seasons; he removes kings and sets up kings; he gives wisdom to the
wise and knowledge to those who have understandibgniel 2:21

We are in a time of the change of seasons, and the evidence is all around us. And we are in
a time of change in ministry partnerships along theLide. Some changes we are reluctant

to take part in, such as moving from summer to fall and looking toward another long winter of cold and snow.
Other changes we welcome and have great expectations for.

Sometimes it can be very hard to let go of the familiar and embrace the new. The older we get, the more
difficult it can be to adjust to change. The young find transitions much easier, and usually enter into a new
venture with energy and enthusiasm. What we on the Church Councils of First, Goldstone and Kremlin have
all agreed on is that we will all need to remain flexible as we enter into our new relationship. Very likely it will
not be as difficult as some fear, nor as grand as some envision, but from the very beginning it has felt like the
right thing to do; we feel confident that God is at the helm of this ship and we can do nothing else but move
forward in trust and with great hope.

LY KA&A 022132 ¢NXyaAarildAzyay allAy3a {SyasS 2F [ATFTSQa /.
the following:All transitions are composed of (1) an ending, (2) a neutral zone, and (3) a new beginning...Every
transition begins with an ending. We have to let go of the old thing before we can pick up with the rew one

not just outwardly, but inwardly, where we keep our connections to people and places that act as definitions of
who we are... First there is an ending, then a beginning, and an important empty or fallow time in between.

That is the order of things in nature

So, whatever you current feelings about this new arrangement that we have entered into, understand that
those feelings are valid and normal. Transitions are normal. Transitions are natural. God grant us the faith to
go with the flow.

Special prayer requests for:

Wifﬁ‘/% Margaret VandeSandt, Donna Kapperud,
l./ézvééé/' et Cliff and Carol Heggen, and Art and Pat Berg
A fr
My Pl ¥
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I November Funeral Committee |
| Chairperson - Doris Halverson, 265-7425 I
I Roberta Anderson 265-5390 |
Stephanie & Blake Borst 394-2227
| Nathan & Danielle Courtnage 265-2165 |
I Tom & Judy Daughenbaugh 265-4821 I
Keith & Bonnie Doll 265-9052
| Barbara Freier 265-4210 |
Roger & Stacey Freier 265-6419 |
Nov.1  Helen Hill - Jon Stoner | Karia Gerky 265-3019
Nov.2  Muriel Otto - Kendall Griggs | John & Anita Gilbert 265-8636 |
Meaghan McKnight Bill & Linda Hinebauch 395-4447
Nov. 3 ey G\ifv?rd - Erika Holsapple I Andy & Jodi Kueffler 2652007 |
race Winn :
Nov.4  Judi Adams - Sharlyn Bakken | Rick & Mary Stevens. 265-8542 I
Nov.5  Frances Kuszmaul - Rainey Stoner I Howard & Sharon Stinson 265-6184 |
Nov.6  Tracy Huebsch - Tyler Larsen Loren & Marie Toldness 265-4417
Jennifer Schaub - Paul Nave | StellaWillson 265-8870 |
Lee Mors:e I If you are not on a month for the funeral committee and I
Nov.8  Trevor Girard would like to be on one, or you thought you were on one
Nov. 9 Kayla Knowlton - Douglas Warp | but have not seen your name, please call the church office at |
Michael Welch 265-5881. We will be happy to get you on a month that fits
Nov. 10 LeRoy Petterson I your schedule. |

Nov. 11  Mara Corcoran

Nov. 12 Daniel Almas

Nov. 14 Gunnar Aageson - Donna Mangold
Nov. 15  Stephanie Borst - Sara Knowlton
Nov. 17  Colter Bickford - Mildred Toldness
Nov. 18  Michael Chagnon

h————————————J

Nov. 19  Keith Doll - James Donovan gl Me n O :
Christine Maristuen Bible StUdy Bible StUdy

Nov.20  Derek Peterson : and

Nov.21  Ruth Morse 5 ; ;

Nov. 24  Patty DeRosa - Darrell Ogden Thursd aprlé g:erIG
Kim Peterson ‘ at 6:30 am

Nov. 25  Callie Converse - Jordan Keith : Thur s di
Marjorie Morse - Roger Philippi ' at 1:30 pm

Nov.26  Rebecca Miller
Nov. 27  Serena Dawson - Shelby Huston

o not be affaid,

od courage: & herever you g0-

Be strong and of £0 your God is with you W

e dismayed, for the Lord

nor b Joshua 1:9
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Qunday, Nov. 13
at 0:45 in

Welcome to
Firet Lutheran Church

Sunday Worchip - €:30am and 11:00pm
ut S@dhy School - 9:45am
Confirmation - Wedneedaye at 6:00pm
Care Center Worchip - Nov. 16 at 10:30am
Eaglec Manor Worchip - Nov. 16 at 12:30pm
Precchool Devotiong - Nov. O at 11am & 1pm




