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Our Mission Statement:  

In faith sharing 

God’s love;  

In kindness 

 serving all. 
 

We will meet & greet 

everyone as though 

they were our best 

friends. 

We will do unto 

others as we 

would have others 

do unto us. 

We will be open 

to and accepting 

of others. 

We will pray and 

study God’s word 

together. 

We will share our 

time and our 

money with our 

congregation and 

community. 

We look for guid-

ance in scripture. 

We believe Word 

and Sacrament are 

central to our min-

istry. 

First News March 2010 

Our great nephew, baby Mi-

chael James Kyung (my 

mom’s great grandson), has 

been on our prayer list and I 

wanted to share an update on 

his wonderful progress and 

thank our family at First Lu-

theran for praying for him.  

 

He is now 5 months old and 

weighing 7 1/2 pounds!  

Every day of his life has been 

a fight and a blessing!  Born 

at 23 1/2 weeks and only 14 

ounces, he has continued to 

improve and persevere 

through difficult surgeries and 

development issues. . .but he 

should be headed home 

within a couple of weeks.  

Truly a testimony to the mira-

cle of life and the power or 

prayer and positive thinking. 

He has impacted so many, 

even people that do not know 

him or his family, because  he 

inspires us to believe in hu-

man spirit and the grace of 

God. 

 

Michael James Kyung 

Son of Kristin and Gene 

Kyung of Denver, CO 

Grandparents Chuck & 

Vicki Elletson (Harvey) 

of Townsend 

Great Grandmother 

Adele Elletson of Havre 

Great Nephew of Carla 

(Elletson) & Dan 

Boucher; Kev (Elletson) 

& Matt Campbell of 

Havre 

The Power of Prayer 
By KevAnn Campbell 

 

Are You the Next 
 Christian Idol? 

 

This year’s Spaghetti Dinner theme will be a 

“talent find”.  The annual dinner is held to help 

raise funding to send our youth to the Flathead 

Lutheran Bible Camp this summer.   

 

ANYONE, ANY AGE are welcome to join in 

the fun.  If you have a special talent you would 

like to share, please contact the Chief Noodle 

Cooker, Jeff Dibblee and get signed up. 

 

Come and show your talents April 18, right 

after the 11:00 a.m. service downstairs in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Look for more announce-

ments in the April First News and bulletins. 

7th & 8th Grade  

Food Drive 
 

March 21 at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Meet in the Youth Room 

at First Lutheran 

 

Parent Chaperones 

needed 

 

Dinner to follow 

at Uncle Joe’s  

Baby doll and Michael at 4 

months old 

Baby doll and Michael at birth 



go through life with a beg-

ging bowl image, you do 

go through life as a begging 

bowl. Physicists tell us that 

the universe is shaped like a 

bowl (those Hebrews were 

right). And each one of us 

is a bowl, a crusty clump of 

clay God scooped out of 

the earth and breathed into 

with the breath of life. Each 

one of us "holds these treas-

ures in earthen vessels." So 

the real question is: How 

will your bowl be posi-

tioned in your life?  

 

There are four ways your 

begging bowl can be posi-

tioned. The first position is 

upside-down. There are 

people who are simply not 

open to new possibilities 

and surprises of the Spirit. 

For these people their bowl 

is more like an umbrella 

that keeps life and the Spirit 

away from them.  

 

The second bowl position 

(Continued on page 4) 

different image than that of 

a list. I now begin it with 

this . . . a begging bowl. It 

reminds me of the monastic 

tradition of the begging 

bowl.  Each day, a monk 

goes out with a begging 

bowl. Whatever is placed in 

the bowl will be his food 

and drink for the day. The 

monk is trusting life to fill it 

with what nourishment he 

needed. 

 

A begging bowl is a very 

different way to go through 

each day. A begging bowl 

invites us to be open like 

never before to what each 

day offers and open to a 

God of infinite surprise. 

What am I not seeing that I 

should see? What have I 

taken for granted? What 

are people placing in my 

bowl? How can each item 

placed there be a teacher 

for me in my own spiritual 

life?  

 

Actually, even if you do not 

Matthew 14:22 -33    

When Christ comes to us, he 

often appears in unrecogniz-

able form. You may be the 

only face of Christ some 

people will ever see. 

 

I'm a slow learner. For most 

of my life I began each day 

making a list -- I list; there-

fore I am - and then spent 

the rest of the day checking 

it off, counting it twice, see-

ing if I'd been naughty or 

nice. After decades of trying 

to govern my life by lists, it 

finally hit me one day that if 

I can't get even one day 

according to plan, what am 

I doing trying to get months 

and years and even decades 

to go "according to plan"? 

Think about it. Has there 

ever been even one day 

when your schedule has 

gone the way you planned 

it? My life has not gone in 

straight paths. Has yours? 

My path has often been in 

circles. 

I now begin my day with a 

Day- Timers or Begging Bowls  
By Pastor Michael O’Hearn 

P a g e  2  

 The secular world has an interest-

ing, though dangerous, perception of love. 

One of the high school girl choirs has been 

working on a song that is very lovely, but 

an analysis of the text shows a disturbing 

view of what love is.  

 The song speaks of wanting to be 

in love with another person, but not being 

there yet because, in paraphrased words, “I 

have not lost complete and total control of 

myself yet, therefore I am not in love with 

you.” Is that what love is—complete loss 

of self-control and awareness? Sounds 

more like brain-washing to me.  

 People have a great desire and 

need to be connected to something or 

someone who is larger than themselves. 

Many try to find that “something” in a love 

partner. Sorry to burst the bubble, but it is 

not going to be found there. It doesn’t mat-

ter how “perfect” your love partner is, that 

person is still flawed and still has a sinful 

nature. He or she is going to hurt you and 

let you down. He or she will have mo-

ments of weakness. He or she is not God 

and cannot fill that great longing within 

you.  

 God knows that only God can fill 

that emptiness in your heart. Jesus came so 

that we can have that love relationship 

with him. Only in God can we truly be 

“lost in love”.  

 Come walk the Lenten journey 

with us. Come wash yourselves in the 

cleansing blood of Jesus. Come fill your-

selves with the goodness of his presence. 

Come find life. Come find love. Come.  

 

And Jesus said,  

ñCome to the waters,  

stand by my side.  

I know you are thirsty,  

you wonôt be denied.  

I felt every teardrop  

when in darkness you cried  

And I strove to remind you 

 that for those tears I died.ò 

 by Marsha Stevens 

In faith sharing Godõs love, in kindness serving all. 

Music Musings  
By Mary Stevens, Music Coordinator 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

1 
Pastorsõ Day 

Off 

8p ACOA 

2 
115p Text 

7p Boy 

Scouts 

7p Choral 

Fusion 

3 
9a Staff Meeting 

 

 

 

4 
630a Menõs Bible Study 

11a Havre Ministerial 

12N Lenten Luncheon 

130p Womenõs Bible 

Study 

7p Boy Scouts 

5 
12N ACOA 

8p AA & 

ALANON 

6 

 

7  
Good Sam  

Sunday 
 

 

 

8 
Pastorsõ Day 

Off 

8p ACOA 

9 
115p Text 

7p Boy 

Scouts 

7p Choral 

Fusion 

 

10 
9a Staff Meeting 

1110a & 240p PS Devo-

tions 

 

 

11 
630a Menõs Bible Study 

12N Lenten Luncheon 

130p Womenõs Bible 

Study 

630p Brd Mtgs 

730p Council 

12 
12N ACOA 

8p AA & 

ALANON 

13 
9-12 Saturday 

Sewing Group 

 

Vision Meeting 

14 
Daylight  

Savings Time 

Begins 

15 
Pastorsõ Day 

Off 

8p ACOA 

16 
930a Cluster 

Mtg 

7p Boy 

Scouts 

7p Choral 

Fusion 

 

17     St. Patrickõs Day  
9a Staff Meeting 

1020a Care Center   

1230p Eagles Manor  

 

APRIL FIRST NEWS  

ARTICLES DUE 

18 
630a Menõs Bible Study 

12N Lenten Luncheon 

130p Womenõs Bible 

Study 

19 
12N ACOA 

8p AA & 

ALANON 

20 

 

 

 

21 

 

3p Food 

Drive 

 

22 
Pastorsõ Day 

Off 

8p ACOA 

23 
115p Text 

7p Boy 

Scouts 

7p Choral 

Fusion 

24    
9a Staff Meeting 

1110a & 240p PS Devo-

tions 

 

25   
630a Menõs Bible Study 

12N Lenten Luncheon 

130p Womenõs Bible 

Study 

 

26  
12N ACOA 

8p AA & 

ALANON 

27 

 

 

28 29 
Pastorsõ Day 

Off 

8p ACOA 

7p Rehearsal 

for Living 

Lordõs Supper 

30 
115p Text 

7p Boy Scouts 

7p Choral Fu-

sion 

31 
9a Staff Meeting 

7p Dress Rehearsal for 

Living Lordõs Supper 

 

MARCH FUNERAL COMMITTEE 

Judi Adams 265-2288 

Mary Grandberg 390-0907 

Tom & Judi Adams 265-2288 Dennis & Darla Kuntz 265-9783 

Bob & Karin Breum 265-7394 Tim & Carra Palmer 265-8672 

Joe & Beth Davidson 394-2244 Kim & Nola Peterson 394-2236 

Janet Dryden 265-4709 Russell Rismon 394-2354 

Nancy Erickson 265-8909 Brian Schlotfeldt 265-2514 

Marilyn Garrahan 265-6157 Larry & Ela Shields 265-5198 

Mark & Lynette Kittelson 262-9588 Carol Wavrick 265-7688 

Sunday 

830a & 11a Worship Services 

930a Coffee & Fellowship 

945a Sunday School & Adult Ed 

10a Choir 

6p Joyful Jammers 

7p Faithful Flutes 

Wednesday 

530p Lenten Soup Supper 

615p Lenten Worship 

7p Bell Choir 

7p Confirmation 

7p High School Youth Group  

8p Choir 

March 2010  

A. Local 

Boys & Girls Club of Havre  $200  

Havre Food Bank  $200 

Space for Grace Chapel $800 

Give Away House  $200 

MSU Northern Chapel $200 

Feed My Sheep  $200 

B. Montana Synod  

*Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp  $1100 

Lutheran Social Services  $500 

Montana Campus Ministry  $500 

Lutheran Center—Billings  $500 

Synod Office Building  $500 

 

C. National/World ELCA  

*ELCA Missionary Program $1100  

 

*=not included in the Annual Report 

Correction to Endowment Annual Report 
The 2010 Endowment Committee Report should have read (if you have any questions, please call Chris Maristuen at 265-8795): 



Prayer Chain  
Please call the church office (265-5881) 

if you would like to be added to or re-

moved from the prayer chain. 

 

Those living in care or residential fa-

cilities:  James Russette Sr., Mildred 

Toldness, Eva Nelson, Jessie Wynn, 

Dagny Carlson, Ray Patrick, Edna Hess 

 

Those who are awaiting surgery, hos-

pitalized or  recovering:  Alice Peter-

son, Jack Ball, Rachel Aageson, 

Lorraine Durbin, Dee Heltne, Judy 

Daughenbaugh, Maureen Cicon, Stacie 

Hellickson, Tom Leonard, Pete Reiter, 

Michael James Kyung, Delores John-

son, Velma Johnson,  Grace Gibson 

 

Those who are grieving: The families 

of Harvey Keene, Bill Kaufman, Bev-

erly Thomas (sister of Wayne Bolken 

and Marilyn Garrahan), Daryl Patera 

(twin brother of Cheryl Dusek ) and 

Cheryl Carlson 

 

Just as the risen Jesus refused to 

stay in the tomb, so the Christ of 

faith refuses to live only in our 

church sanctuaries on Sunday 

mornings. Jesus was raised from 

death into life --and that life is eve-

rywhere and all the time.  

 

Is your faith great enough to recog-

nize Christ when he appears before 

you? The ever transforming and 

transformative Christ calls on our 

faith to recognize a presence in our 

lives, whatever the surprising, un-

expected shape he may take. 

 

By the way, I still make lists. But 

now I keep them small and put 

them in my begging bowl for the 

Spirit to do with them whatever.  

 

See you in church, 

Pastor Michael 

 

as God's grace and forgiveness 

have healed our lives of its fissures 

and fragmentation. 

 

Like the disciples in Matthew four-

teenõs lesson, how many times 

have we been given the opportu-

nity to experience a living per-

sonal encounter with Jesus--and 

yet have failed to recognize his 

presence before us? In what posi-

tion is your begging bowl?  What 

keeps you from seeing the unex-

pected Jesus? 

 

Do you keep to the same paths 

every day, never varying your life 

patterns so that the unexpected or 

the out-of-the-ordinary can never 

find you? Or do you keep moving 

all the time--new friends, new 

jobs, new loves, sports and recrea-

tional activities--so that no one 

ever has a chance to really find 

your heart? 

is right-side-up, open to the heav-

ens, but already full. Everyone 

knows what happens when you try 

to pour water into a bowl that is 

already full. There's no room for 

the new. Many of us are so full of 

our own agendas, so fixated on 

our own productivity and creativ-

ity, that we have little space to 

receive gifts from God.  

 

The third bowl position is up, 

open, but riddled with stains, 

cracks and debris. Whatever gets 

put into it gets polluted and col-

ored by our pain, bitterness and 

anger. Or it simply seeps out 

through the cracks that have not 

been filled or healed. 

The fourth bowl position is up, 

empty, clear, clean and censed. 

There may be all sorts of cracks in 

it. But those broken places are ac-

tually where we are the strongest, 

(Continued from page 2) 

Name  Income  Expenses  Totals  

Pledged/Plate 21,035.00  21,035.00 

Misc Accounts 49.28 -722.77 -673.49 

Christian Ed Board 21.99 0.00 21.99 

Fellowship Board 317.00 -36.72 280.28 

Lay Board 0.00 -17,160.74 -17,160.74 

Properties Board 485.00 -6,521.89 -6,036.89 

Stewardship Board 611.00 -2,329.11 -1,718.11 

January Financial Report  

Church 22,519.27 -26,771.23 -4,251.96 

Daycare 17,799.83 -15,797.17 2,002.66 

Preschool 4,837.25 -4,774.29 62.96 

Totals  45,156.35  -47,342.69  -2,186.34  

Year To Date Totals       

Total Income 45,156.35 

Total Expenses -47,342.69 

Gain/Loss -2,186.34 

Each month the financial  
report will be updated in    

First News and the bulletin. 


