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In faith sharing Godds |l ove, in kindness ser\ January 2010

BUDGET ANNUAL
Our Mission Statement:
'n faith snharil FORUM MEETING
In kindness serving all.
January 31 February 7
e We will meet & greet every- 9:45 a.m. 9:45 a.m.
one as though they were our

best friends.
e We will do unto others as we WANTED: Men, Women, Moms & Dads

would have others do unto us. | poking for interesting, fun, challenges? The Youth Board needs you. We have
» We will be open to and accept-  open spots for four fun loving adults to guide our youth in good, healthy ministry

ing of others. and have fun getting there. Please contact: Jeff Dibblee d@98550r 9451632.
e We will pray and study Godods

word together.

e We will share ourtimeandour ¢0d06s Creation Calendars for

money with our congregation Fi rst Lutheran High School Yo rou
and community. Calendars for $8.00. A beautiful 12 month calendar, with speciz,

e We look for guidance in scrip- ~ verses. Support our Youth Group by purchasing a calendar for D
ture. new year. \ L

e We believe Word and Sacra-

ment are central to our minis-  The Endowment Committee is taking recommendations for the 2010 year. Call

try. ) Chris Maristuen, anyone on the Endowment committee, or the church office.
e We will reach out and make

disciples for Jesus.

Youth Swim Party

Inside this issue: Hey Kids! All youth open swim party will be held on Sunday,
January 10 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Bring all your water stuff:

Pastorés Col u 2 squirt guns, ball, whatever you can think of. Drinking water
Music Happenings <= S and light snacks will be provided. INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!

Contact Jeff Dibblee at 268287 or 9451632

Proposed Budget 2010 3, 6-7 THANK YOU. Words cannot express my appreciation for the gift of the wonder-
ful and absolutely gorgeous quilt that was presented to me at the Piano & Pipes
Concert. A warm thank you is extended to everyone involved in the project and to
all the members of First Lutheran Church. It is a privilege and honor to serve you
and share our music together in praise and honor of our God. The quilt is on dis-
January Calendar 4-5 play in the Narthex. Mary Stevens

Christmas Program DVDs Sunday School Resumes with a
are availablel Indoor Beach Party

Call the church January 10, 2010
office at 2655881 9:45 a.m. in the Gym

Prayer Chain 8
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Priceless Gifts
By

Pastor Mi
The New Year is a
time for inventories
What assets do we
have? It may be a bit
embarrassing to list
them because most of
us have far more than we need.

As the | ist grows,
ment , iWe are as r
ity to do without
haunt us.

There are assets which, under-
stood as gifts, need not shame
us. Health, the love of family and
friends, work to do, opportunities
for service ---- these are rich divi-
dends.

In the wake of Christmas we
should have no trouble placing at
the top of any list the greatest gift
ofall--Jesus himsel f.
loved the world that he gave his
only Sonéod | f
all the other good gifts of life are
included in him. He brings them
all.

Furthermore, by his life, death,
and resurrection, he has claimed

we

Music Musings

chael

O6Hear n

us as sons and daughters, joint

heirs with him to an imperishable

kingdom. This is the gift that

dwar fs all

pricel ess
A priceless gift has its awe-

some aspects. It is disconcerting

to havetheaiét in Yosr handsaft e -

yoti haveanes inctination t@aviant it. -

tf you do gt wadt tovibé 4 child of

God, it is a nuisance to have God

knocking at your door with adop-

tion papers in his hands. If you do

not want a kingdom and palaces,

it can be irksome to have some-

one hovering around trying to put

a crown on your head. Of course

God will not force the issue. But

ever since Bethlehem, this old

world has stirred uneasily, having

thé2 @foofl Chgsband a beckoning

kingdom to deal with. We have

pditen attached ltodhe hovelst

and the palace looks austere. We

have settled down to being slaves

to our passions and to public

opinion, and we do not like to be

di sturbed by Chri

By Mary Stevens, Music Coordinator

January is the season of Epiph@nya
season of enlightening and discovering
more of Godés myst

AiBright and gl or

ifSages from
When they saw this wondrous star,
e r Wenutes findjthe &ingeof nationd
And to offer their oblations
i o Tosthe chdd, themewba@rkking,

ot her s.
treasur e

st ods

t he

ment that we are created for
ruleship.

Only two options are open to
us\\ie nemy acagpt theigifte s-u and
le@rn that in Christ we have privi-
leges and responsibilities that
make life enormously rich. Or we
may, like Esau, exchange the
right of our high station for mat-
ters of the moment. Whichever
we choose, we are nobility — ---
nobility in rebellion or indiffer-
ence, but nobility still. We are
created and redeemed to be noth-
ing else.

The first option is as sublime as
the other is base. God gives us
the power to receive his priceless
gift. Surmounting all the dazzling
inventories of time is God himself,
and nothing can separate us from
his love in Christ Jesus.

Happy New Year! See you in
church!

Pastor Michael

announce-

e aWith andnfaat pure and holy
Resting in her loving arms,
oveResting in her

Jesus does not fit into our pdefined

Radiant are the heavens high To the chil d,
Where the golden stars are shining,
All their rays to earth inclining,
Beckon us to

Become wus to

t h eboxaseofwihmHe is. lkstead @f.adnan, they
found an infant. Instead of riches, they
Those who are seeking something or  found poverty. Jesus comes to us in unex-
h e aswenieane dk towvsigns. Those signs magyected and surprising ways. Those who
h e a le'innthe behvens,dn.the direction of the know Him best find him in the strangest of
wind, in the circumstance of life, in the places, and yet they can still recognize the
A starry night in the cold of winter has a results of medical tests, in success or failunmistakable mark of God. The next time
special glow to it. With less heat in the awres, or in the philosophy of men or you see a situation that you think is com-
there is less distortion in the light of the women who are perceivedtobe wise. pl et el y devoi d of God:¢
stars. However, seeing that special sightThere is a constant search for higher meanother look. See if there is love ex-
requires being in the cold. Often it is during, for higher purpose, for greater joy or pressed somewhere in some way.. That
ing the coldness of a lonely night that a fulfillment. may just be the t wi
new glimpse of God is found and we are shining through the dark and cold night,
called back into thefinammt hegf f 6adds rebchiyeut to kee if ayone will recog-
of love. Yet he wore no diadem. nize Him and turn to look toward heaven.
There they saw a maiden lowly

nkil
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Sunday
830a & 11la Worship Services

930a Coffee & Fellowship

945a Sunday School & Adult Ed

Wednesday
6p Family of Faith Worship

630p Family of Faith Dinner
645p Bell Choir

) 2n

10a Choir 7p Confirmation
6p Joyful Jammers 7p High School Youth Group 3 Good Sam Sunday 4 5
7p Faithful Flutes 745p Choir Public School 115p
Resumes 7p Boy
Pastors?®
8p ACOA
10 11 12
Sunday School Resumes |Past or s 8|115pc
Indoor Beach Party at 8p ACOA 7p Boy
9:45a
4p Vision Team Meeting
5-7p All Youth Swim Party
at City Pool
JANUARY FUNERAL COMMITTEE 17 18 B 19
Chairperson needed please call the 120 Eagle Scout Pancak Pastorsg
. p Eagle Scout Pancake
church office at 2655881 Fundraiser 72 Breakfast De- | 7a Bre
Pam Boucher 2651846 votions at First  tions a
Darla & Shawn Dahl 2629161 7p Kick Off for Week of e -
Prayer for Christian Unity 8p ACOA 930a ¢
Jared & Ashley Gast 480-516-1400 7p Boy
Alison Hecker 2654610
Bill & Elaine Kaufman 2656928
24 25 26
Ann McKnight 2655020 Pastor s 6[115p«
8p ACOA 7p Boy
Allan & Sue Ost 2651864
David & Linda Rice 2657238
Mary Ann Sheppard 2651169 31 Bible Camp Sunday
Jon & Claire Stoner 2652193 Aaron Ells here from FLB(
Gary Wilson 2658336 9:45 a.m. Budget Forum

(Annual Meeting will be held Next
Sunday, Feb. 7 between services




1 Happy New Year |2
Vs
Church Office Closed
4 Preschool/Daycare
7 L ( (, % \ Closed
12N ACOA
\ 4 8p AA & ALANON
6 7 8 9
luster Text | 9a Staff Meeting 630a Mends Bi|ll2NACOA
/ Scouts 130p Lois Circle (Frances K| 8p AA & ALANON
630p Family of Faith Dinner is|fi hostess)
POTLUCK
13 14 15 16
luster Text |9a Staff Meeting 630a Mends Bi|l2NACOA
/ Scouts 1110a & 240p Preschool Devotions {1 3 0p Wome n d s |8p AA& ALANON
FEBRUARY FIRST NEWS |630p Board Meetings
ARTICLES DUE 730p Church Council
20 21 22 23
630a Mends Bi
akfast Devo-| 7a Breakfast Devotions at VOUMC?| 72 Breakfast Devotions at | 7a Breakfast Devotions
t First Bap— St . Judeds C4 at Assemb|y of God
9a Staff Meeting .
y 1030a Care Center Worship 130p Womeno&s |12NACOA
-luster Mtg. | 1215p Eagles Manor Worship 8p AA & ALANON
/ Scouts
27 28 29 30
luster Text |9a Staff Meeting 630a Mends Bi|l2NACOA
/ Scouts 1110a & 240p Preschool Devotions|1 30 p Wo me nd s [8pAA & ALANON
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