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In faith sharing Godõs love, in kindness serving all 

Our Mission Statement:  

In faith sharing Godôs love;  

In kindness serving all. 
 

We will meet & greet every-

one as though they were our 

best friends. 

We will do unto others as we 

would have others do unto us. 

We will be open to and accept-

ing of others. 

We will pray and study Godôs 

word together. 

We will share our time and our 

money with our congregation 

and community. 

We look for guidance in scrip-

ture. 

We believe Word and Sacra-

ment are central to our minis-

try. 

We will reach out and make 

disciples for Jesus. 

January 2010 

BUDGET  

FORUM 
 

January 31 

9:45 a.m. 

ANNUAL 

MEETING  
 

February 7 

9:45 a.m. 

Youth Swim Party 

Hey Kids!  All youth open swim party will be held on Sunday, 

January 10 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Bring all your water stuff: 

squirt guns, ball, whatever you can think of.  Drinking water 

and light snacks will be provided.  INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!  

Contact Jeff Dibblee at 265-6987 or 945-1632  

Godôs Creation Calendars for Sale 

First Lutheran High School Youth Group are selling Godôs Creation 

Calendars for $8.00.  A beautiful 12 month calendar, with special 

verses.  Support our Youth Group by purchasing a calendar for the 

new year. 

The Endowment Committee is taking recommendations for the 2010 year.  Call 

Chris Maristuen, anyone on the Endowment committee, or the church office. 

WANTED:  Men, Women, Moms & Dads  

Looking for interesting, fun, challenges?  The Youth Board needs you.  We have 

open spots for four fun loving adults to guide our youth in good, healthy ministry 

and have fun getting there.  Please contact: Jeff Dibblee at 265-6987 or 945-1632. 

THANK YOU.  Words cannot express my appreciation for the gift of the wonder-

ful and absolutely gorgeous quilt that was presented to me at the Piano & Pipes 

Concert.  A warm thank you is extended to everyone involved in the project and to 

all the members of First Lutheran Church.  It is a privilege and honor to serve you 

and share our music together in praise and honor of our God.  The quilt is on dis-

play in the Narthex.  Mary Stevens 

Call the church  

office at 265-5881 

Sunday School Resumes with a 

Indoor Beach Party  
 

January 10, 2010  
9:45 a.m. in the Gym  



    The New Year is a 

time for inventories . 

What assets do we 

have? It may be a bit 

embarrassing to list 

them because most of 

us have far more than we need. 

As the list grows, Thoreauôs state-

ment, ñWe are as rich as our abil-

ity to do without things,ò will 

haunt us.  

    There are assets which, under-

stood as gifts, need not shame 

us. Health, the love of family and 

friends, work to do, opportunities 

for service ---- these are rich divi-

dends.  

    In the wake of Christmas we 

should have no trouble placing at 

the top of any list the greatest gift 

of all --- Jesus himself. ñGod so 

loved the world that he gave his 

only Sonéò  If we think about it, 

all the other good gifts of life are 

included in him. He brings them 

all.  

    Furthermore, by his life, death, 

and resurrection, he has claimed 

us as sons and daughters, joint 

heirs with him to an imperishable 

kingdom. This is the gift that 

dwarfs all others. We sing, ñJesus 

priceless treasure.ò 

    A priceless gift has its awe-

some aspects. It is disconcerting 

to have the gift in your hands if 

you have no inclination to want it. 

If you do not want to be a child of 

God, it is a nuisance to have God 

knocking at your door with adop-

tion papers in his hands. If you do 

not want a kingdom and palaces, 

it can be irksome to have some-

one hovering around trying to put 

a crown on your head. Of course 

God will not force the issue. But 

ever since Bethlehem, this old 

world has stirred uneasily, having 

the gift of Christ and a beckoning 

kingdom to deal with. We have 

gotten attached to the hovels, 

and the palace looks austere. We 

have settled down to being slaves 

to our passions and to public 

opinion, and we do not like to be 

disturbed by Christôs announce-

ment that we are created for 

ruleship.  

    Only two options are open to 

us. We may accept the gift --- and 

learn that in Christ we have privi-

leges and responsibilities that 

make life enormously rich. Or we 

may, like Esau, exchange the 

right of our high station for mat-

ters of the moment. Whichever 

we choose, we are nobility ---

nobility in rebellion or indiffer-

ence, but nobility still. We are 

created and redeemed to be noth-

ing else.  

    The first option is as sublime as 

the other is base. God gives us 

the power to receive his priceless 

gift. Surmounting all the dazzling 

inventories of time is God himself, 

and nothing can separate us from 

his love in Christ Jesus.  

    Happy New Year! See you in 

church!  

                      

Pastor Michael          
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Priceless Gifts  
By Pastor Michael OôHearn 

Music Musings 
By Mary Stevens, Music Coordinator 

January is the season of Epiphany ð a 

season of enlightening and discovering 

more of Godôs mysterious grace and love. 

 

ñBright and glorious is the sky, 
Radiant are the heavens high 

Where the golden stars are shining, 
All their rays to earth inclining, 
Beckon us to heavôn above, 
Become us to heav'n above.ò 

 

A starry night in the cold of winter has a 

special glow to it.  With less heat in the air, 

there is less distortion in the light of the 

stars.  However, seeing that special sight 

requires being in the cold.  Often it is dur-

ing the coldness of a lonely night that a 

new glimpse of God is found and we are 

called back into the warmth of Godôs fire 

of love. 

 

ñSages from the east afar,  
When they saw this wondrous star, 

Went to find the king of nations 
And to offer their oblations 

To the child, the newborn king, 
To the child, the newborn king.ò 

 

Those who are seeking something or 

someone look for signs.  Those signs may 

be in the heavens, in the direction of the 

wind, in the circumstance of life, in the 

results of medical tests, in success or fail-

ures, or in the philosophy of men or 

women who are perceived to be wise.  

There is a constant search for higher mean-

ing, for higher purpose, for greater joy or 

fulfillment. 

 
ñHim they found in Bethlehem, 

Yet he wore no diadem. 
There they saw a maiden lowly 

With an infant pure and holy 
Resting in her loving arms, 
Resting in her loving arms.ò 

 

Jesus does not fit into our pre-defined 

boxes of who He is.  Instead of a man, they 

found an infant.  Instead of riches, they 

found poverty.  Jesus comes to us in unex-

pected and surprising ways.  Those who 

know Him best find him in the strangest of 

places, and yet they can still recognize the 

unmistakable mark of God.  The next time 

you see a situation that you think is com-

pletely devoid of Godôs presence, take 

another look.  See if there is love ex-

pressed somewhere in some way..  That 

may just be the twinkle of Jesusô light 

shining through the dark and cold night, 

reaching out to see if anyone will recog-

nize Him and turn to look toward heaven. 
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Sunday 

830a & 11a Worship Services 

930a Coffee & Fellowship 

945a Sunday School & Adult Ed 

10a Choir 

6p Joyful Jammers 

7p Faithful Flutes 

Wednesday 

6p Family of Faith Worship 

630p Family of Faith Dinner 

645p Bell Choir 

7p Confirmation 

7p High School Youth Group  

745p Choir 

Sunday & Wednesday Schedule 

JANUARY FUNERAL COMMITTEE  

Chairperson needed ð please call the  

church office at 265-5881 

Pam Boucher  265-1846 

Darla & Shawn Dahl 262-9161 

Jared & Ashley Gast 480-516-1400 

Alison Hecker 265-4610 

Bill & Elaine Kaufman 265-6928 

Ann McKnight 265-5020 

Allan & Sue Ost 265-1864 

David & Linda Rice 265-7238 

Mary Ann Sheppard 265-1169 

Jon & Claire Stoner 265-2193 

Gary Wilson 265-8336 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 Happy New Year 

 

Church Office Closed 

Preschool/Daycare 

Closed 

 
12N ACOA 

8p AA & ALANON 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

3  Good Sam Sunday 

 

 

 

4 
Public School 

Resumes 

 

Pastorsõ Day Off 

8p ACOA 

5 
115p Cluster Text 

7p Boy Scouts 

6 
9a Staff Meeting 

 

630p Family of Faith Dinner is 

POTLUCK 

7 
630a Menõs Bible Study 

130p Lois Circle (Frances K. 

ñ hostess) 

 

 

8 
12N ACOA 

8p AA & ALANON 

9 

 

10 

Sunday School Resumes 

Indoor Beach Party at 

9:45a 

 

 

 

4p Vision Team Meeting 

 

5-7p All Youth Swim Party 

at City Pool 

11 
Pastorsõ Day Off 

8p ACOA 

12 
115p Cluster Text 

7p Boy Scouts 

13 
9a Staff Meeting 

1110a & 240p Preschool Devotions 

 

FEBRUARY FIRST NEWS  

ARTICLES DUE 

14 
630a Menõs Bible Study 

130p Womenõs Bible Study 

 

630p Board Meetings 

730p Church Council 

15 
12N ACOA 

8p AA & ALANON 

16 

 

17 

 

12p Eagle Scout Pancake 

Fundraiser  

 

7p Kick Off for Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity 

18 
Pastorsõ Day Off 

 

7a Breakfast De-

votions at First 

Lutheran 

 

8p ACOA 

19 
 

 

7a Breakfast Devo-

tions at First Bap-

tist 

 

930a Cluster Mtg. 

7p Boy Scouts 

20 

 

 
7a Breakfast Devotions at VOUMC? 

 
9a Staff Meeting 

1030a Care Center Worship 

1215p Eagles Manor Worship 

 

 

21 
630a Menõs Bible Study 

 

7a Breakfast Devotions at 

St. Judeõs Catholic 

 

130p Womenõs Bible Study 

22 

 

 
7a Breakfast Devotions 

at Assembly of God 

 
12N ACOA 

8p AA & ALANON 

23 

24 

 

 

25 
Pastorsõ Day Off 

8p ACOA 

26 
115p Cluster Text 

7p Boy Scouts 

27 
9a Staff Meeting 

1110a & 240p Preschool Devotions 

28 
630a Menõs Bible Study 

130p Womenõs Bible Study 

29 
12N ACOA 

8p AA & ALANON 

30 

31     Bible Camp Sunday 

Aaron Ells here from FLBC 

 

9:45 a.m. Budget Forum 
(Annual Meeting will be held Next 

Sunday, Feb. 7 between services) 
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