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In Faith  

Sharing God’s Love: 

In Kindness 

Serving All. 

Christmas Eve Services 
5:30pm - Family Service  

10:00pm - Candlelight Service 

Christmas Day Service 
One Service only at 11:00 am 

(There will be no coffee hour) 



 

“Then opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh” Matthew 1:11 
  
The verse above is a well known one from the Christmas story that 
tells of the magi’s gifts to Christ to honor His birth. You have given 
me the honor to serve as your Pastor for the past ten years. I have 
now accepted a call to serve as Pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church 
in Helena and will begin in January. As I think back to our years to-
gether, these are some of the gifts that I am so thankful that you have 

shared with me and my family while here in Havre: 
 

The gift of the use of a wonderful parsonage which our family has enjoyed and lived in. 

The gift of friendship and encouragement for my journey of faith. 

The gift of public education for all of my children, culminating in graduation at Havre     
 High School. 

The gift of confirmation for Jacob and Emily. 

The gift of  humor and laughter for joyous times together. 

The gift of a sabbatical for refreshment and renewal. 

The gift of compassion  when Elaine’s mom, Eva, was in the Care Center and after-
 wards  when she died. 

The gift of worship , praise, music and thanksgiving 

The gift of vocation in serving as your Pastor 

The gift of eating together, celebrating together, and coming together for the seasons of 
 life. 

The gift of faith as you have inspired me by your words and deeds. 

The gift of hope as we’ve gone through times of darkness. 

The gift of  prayer which has sustained me and uplifted me. 

The gift of love, the greatest gift of all. 
  

Thank you for these priceless gifts and so many others.  As we gather to prepare for and 
celebrate Christmas, we buy and receive many gifts. We have shared and received the gift 
of Christ with one another in many ways. Elaine and I and our family will miss you, but we’ll  
carry these gifts with us on a new path in a new day ahead, and so will you, for Jesus is 
Emmanuel, “God with us!” 
 
Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Brad 
  

 

P.S.   ~THANK YOU~ 
I want to share my heartfelt thanks to members of First Lutheran for the wonderful "25th  
Anniversary of Ordination" Party that was held for me recently. It was a total surprise to me!  
Thank you for the great skit, the poster, the cake, and all the nice cards and gifts. I am honored to 
be your Pastor and humbled by your outpouring of love!  
Thank you so much! 
Pastor Brad 

 

Pastor Brad Ulgenes 



 
 

 

By Mary Stevens, Music Coordinator 
 

Advent—a time of preparation. As we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ, we  

also prepare ourselves for transition with the approach of a new year and saying goodbye 

to Pastor Brad, who has been a part of our lives and our ministry for the past decade. 

 

Pastor Brad is a good and faithful servant of Christ, and has been a good and faithful  

servant of First Lutheran Church. I have witnessed him shoulder some very heavy burdens. 

The grace and forgiveness he shows has been an inspiration to me. I have accompanied 

him on visits to shut-ins. His gift of pulling people into conversation about their family, 

friends, activity, and faith has amazed me. We all have seen him personify Luther or a 

“surfer dude” or a country boy or an old Norwegian as he tried to convey the gospel  

message to us. His wonderful voice has soothed and inspired us. He has worked  

extensively in the community on many projects for the betterment of the community—

most recently as a driving force for Grace Chapel at the care center. He is sometimes like 

the ball in a pin-ball machine, bouncing around from one thing to another, but always 

with one purpose in mind, “How can I bring the good news of the gospel to the people  

of Havre?” 

 

Pastor Brad, we will miss you and pray for God’s continued blessings on your ministry  

for many years to come. 

FIRST LUTHERAN RADIO SPONSORSHIP  
I/we support the Radio Broadcast of First Lutheran’s 11am worship service on 610 KOJM.   

If you have questions please call 265-5881. 
 
 ____ $175 for one Sunday                              ____  $87.50 for 1/2 Sunday  
                ____ Other                                ____ This is a monthly commitment 
  
 
Name(s)___________________________________________    Address___________________________________ 
 
Optional:  In Honor/Memory (circle one) of:  __________________________________________________________ 
       
_______I/We give permission to have my/our name(s) printed in the bulletin and/or in the worship announcements as 
sponsors ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŀŘƛƻ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘΦ 



 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped make the Annual Church 
Bazaar a success.  Thank you to all the parents, youth and 
families who helped set up, serve and clean up.  Thank you 
to all who donated crafts and bake sale items, great 
job!  Thank you to our supporting congregation members 
who brought salads and pies for our luncheon. 
 

Our High School Youth put up the Christmas tree on  
November 23rd.  We plan to hand out "Merry Christmas"  
buttons during Advent. 
 

High School Youth Group meets on Wednesdays at 7:00 
p.m. in the youth room.  Reminders can be sent to the 
youth via text, email, or phone calls.  Just let me know how 
you would like to receive your reminders. 
 

We continue to share our "Take Faith Home" flyers along 
with some DVD instruction on our faith and how we  
encounter every day life lessons.  We just finished watching 
"Letters to God" and will continue discussion on that  
moving movie. 
 

Thank you again to everyone who helped make the Bazaar a 
great event! 
 

Merry Christmas, 
Chamene and Cliff Plum 
Youth Leaders 

Caroling  
at the Care Center and  

Eagles Manor 
Wednesday, December 7 

Meet at the south entrance of the 
Care Center at 6pm 

Note:  This is a  
requirement for  
Confirmation.   

Please eat dinner 
before you come. 

First Lutheran  

Preschool Christmas  

Program 
(4 & 5 year old classes)  

Tuesday, December 20  

11:00am and 2:30pm 

First Lutheran Daycare 

will be closed on:  
  

 Monday, Dec. 26 and 

Monday, Jan. 2 

 
Sunday School 

Christmas Program 
 

"The King's Birthday" 
 

Sunday, Dec. 18 
at the 11:00 service 

 
There will be a Birthday 
Party for Jesus following 

the service. 



CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF ORDINATION  

Special guests at the celebration  
included Ole and Lena. 

Memories of that wonderful day 25 years agoé.. 

During First Lutheranõs Harvest Dinner on October 30, Pastor Brad was honored for his 
25th anniversary of his ordination.  He was ordained at Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Billings, MT on July 13, 1986.  Since then he has served as assistant pastor at 
Pella Lutheran in Sidney, MT, pastor at First Evangelical Lutheran Church in Dillon, MT, 
lead pastor at First Lutheran Church in Havre, MT, and now he will continue his journey 
and service at St. Johnõs Lutheran in Helena, MT.  We are sad to see him go, but are excited 
for the people of St. Johnõs to get to know this wonderful person as a man, a pastor, and a 
friend.  Godõs blessings to Pastor Brad as he continues to serve God and His people.  



Please note: if you have someone that you would like put on the Prayer Chain to be listed in the bulletin 

and/or First News please call the Church Office at 265-5881 or email 1luthvr@itstriangle.com 

 

Prayer Chain  
 

Those who are awaiting surgery, hospitalized or recovering:   Donna Grove, 
Nate Christianson, Vickie Jacobsen, Monica, Brandi Berg, Matt Schnittgen, Dave 
Filius, Eva Ellis, Kermit Boyum, Kathy Havshault, Jasmine Christianson, Adam 
Borg, Kasidee Kane, Gwen Keely, Jean Dudley, Jim Barnett  
Those at home:  Dee Heltne, Bill Otto, Carolyn Richardson, Delores Johnson, Herb 
Freier, Evelyn Patera, Ruth Meredith, Roger Phillipi  
Those who are in living facilities:  Edna Hess, Mary Meland,  Muriel Otto, Ilert Hellebust 
Those who are grieving:  The families of Henry Christopherson, Dale Anderson, Doris Barrow (Chris  
aŀǊƛǎǘǳŜƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊύΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ 9Ǿŀ bŜƭǎƻƴ 
Those Serving In The Military: Aaron Nolan, AirForce-California, Kohl Bebee U.S. Army-Germany, John  
Joseph Kane, U.S. Marine Corp-Okinawa ,Japan, Teresa Buerkle Army ROTC-Bozeman 
Prayers for military unit:   1-163 Infantry Battalion stationed in Iraq  
Those Serving In The Peace Corp:  Michelle Hockett - Peace Corp, serving in Kazakhstan 

A BIG thank you to Elmer Kutzler and John Gilbert 
(and the rest of the property committee)  

for all the work they do to keep our church  
looking nice and running smoothly. 

A  BIG thank you to all who baked 
cookies for the Best Cookie Exchange 
Ever.  This is a fundraiser to benefit 
the Havre Food Bank, and was put 

on by Havre Leadership High School.  
Thanks for making a difference!  

A BIG thank you to the First  

Lutheran Youth Group for setting up 

the Christmas tree and decorating 

the church for the Advent and 

Christmas seasons.  The church 

looks beautiful, and your time and 

effort is much appreciated.  

A BIG thank you to those who have taken 
part in the Giving Tree program.  Your  

financial support is important and greatly 
appreciated.  For more information on the 
Giving Tree see the display in the narthex 

or call the church office at 265-5881. 

A BIG thank you to those members of Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans who have directed 

their Thrivent Choice dollars to First Lutheran 
Church.  An amount of $596 was given to First 

Lutheran for the month of November from 
Thrivent as part of their Thrivent Choice 

program. This brings the total to $5,820 for 
2011.  For more information on the Thrivent 
Choice program check out their website at 

www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice or contact 
Lee Christianson at 265-5114. 



 
 
 
 

 
From the Parish Nurse (Judy Vosen) 
 

...and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ñThis is my body that is for you. Do this in re-

membrance of me.ò In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, ñThis cup is the new 

covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.ò I Corinth. 11:24-25 
 

{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǊƻƻƳ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŀǎƪ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ  
Disease or another memory disorder.  You may be surprised at how many hands go up.  I would like to offer a 
free online resource that these folks may find very helpful -  www.caregiver.com   The following is an article I 
received from that site recently. 
 
ϦhƪŀȅΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎΦ  !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ нΣуон ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Journal of the American  
Medical Association  (JAMA), regular memory-training exercises reduced functional decline and improved  
cognitive ability up to five years after the initiation of the training.  This supported an earlier study reported  
in Neurology that concluded that frequent participation in brain-stimulating activities can reduce cognitive 
decline in older persons.   The thing that many of us who care for loved ones with memory disorders know for 
a fact is about the importance of memory exercises. 
 
When we would take Gramp for his monthly haircuts (which he loved), he would read the newspaper head-
lines out loud to the other passengers in the car, and was quite proud of reading the signs on buildings as we 
drove by them.  It took a while for me to realize that he was instinctively connecting with words that so many 
of us took for granted because he knew the repetitive exercise of reading would enable him to stay connected 
with the world he loved for as long as possible. 
 
When he sat confused and unmotivated during his first days in adult day care, my mom asked him if he would 
like to teach a painting class for the other participants.  He, being a lifelong artist and teacher, sprang into  
action, using coloring books and crayons as opposed to his beloved canvases and colorful tubes of acrylic 
paint;  but his mind was engaged and he taught the class with all the zeal and energy as he had done years 
ago.  It does not take statistics and studies for any family caregiver to realize the importance of a mind actively 
engaged.  We just have to find the proper tools to help create such an engagement. 
 
This holiday season, when trying to figure out if you are going to once again give socks or pajamas for a  
present, how about giving your loved ones with memory disorders the gift of exercise ς memory exercise.  It  
ƛǎ ǘƘŜ όŎƭƛŎƘŞ ŀƭŜǊǘύ άƎƛŦǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƪŜŜǇǎ ƻƴ ƎƛǾƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ  
Gary Barg, Editor-in-Chief ς ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ /ŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊ magazine 
 
! ǎƛǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ aǊΦ .ŀǊƎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƻƻƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΣ 
games, trivia, puzzles, activity kits and much more is:  www.memoryconcepts.com   Please share this informa-
tion with anyone whom you feel may benefit from a little help in caring for someone with a memory disorder! 
 
Blessings,  
Judy 
 
 

News From 

Kremlin  Lutheran  

Special prayer requests for:  

Margaret VandeSandt, Donna Kapperud,  

Cliff and Carol Heggen, and Art and Pat Berg  

Christmas Eve Service 

at Kremlin Lutheran 

will be at 3 pm 

http://www.caregiver.com
http://www.memoryconcepts.com


December Funeral Committee 
Chairperson Needed 

 
Carla Boucher    265-9527 
Terry & Brenda Cremer   265-7671 
Adele Elletson    265-6632 
Jeff Hockett     395-4516 
Sheila Juers     265-2049 
Virginia Kapernick    265-7453 
Jason & Sharon McDonald   265-1574 
Justin & Becky Miller   265-3030 
Darrell & Beatrice Ogden   265-9471 
Arleen & Ed Rice    265-1619 
Bernie Stilger    265-7757 
George & Vinee Thompson  265-8780 
Karen Vosen     265-7729 
 

If you are not on a month for the funeral committee and 

would like to be on one, or you thought you were on one 

but have not seen your name, please call the church office at 

265-5881.  We will be happy to get you on a month that fits 

your schedule. 

Dylan Kimberling 12/1 

Krag Petterson  12/1 

Karla Bolken  12/2 

James Bronec  12/2 

Tiffany Kimberling 12/2 

Jill Leo               12/2 

Justin Miller  12/2 

Evelyn Patera  12/2 

Daniel Carpenter 12/3 

Sonya Hillson  12/3 

Shayla Preeshl  12/3 

Thomas Adams  12/4 

Viola Loftus  12/4 

Sheila Juers  12/5 

Madison Huebsch 12/7 

Debbie Jourdonais 12/7 

Mallory Stygles  12/7 

Emaleah Lynnes 12/8 

Joseph Morse  12/8 

Nic Bolken  12/9 

Bill Siebrasse  12/9 

Seth Maristuen  12/10 

Allison Golie  12/17 

Kathy Gorder  12/18 

Elaine Kaufman  12/18 

Karen Vosen  12/18 

Carlene Rennick 12/10 

Ilert Hellebust  12/11 

Bill Hinebauch  12/11 

Elizabeth Lake  12/11 

Carly Rismon  12/12 

Maureen Dolan  12/13 

Marty Jappe  12/13 

Hali Carpenter  12/14 

Danielle Friede  12/14 

Macee May  12/14 

Terry Knowlton  12/15 

Elizabeth Boucher 12/16 

Kaine Hanson  12/16 

William Otto  12/16 

Jordon Brough  12/17 

Joel Knutsen  12/19 

Karen Sloan  12/19 

Gabriel Gopher  12/21 

Ronald Hanson  12/21 

Brittney Carpenter 12/23 

Baylee Miller  12/23 

Sharon Siebrasse 12/23 

Charles Christianson 12/24 

James Spangelo  12/25 

Zachary Plum  12/26 

Kayla Rowin  12/26 

Gail Searl  12/26 

Jeff Holsapple  12/27 

Ruth Meredith  12/27 

Tyler Sheppard  12/27 

Scott Dawson  12/28 

Amanda Haas  12/28 

Beau Medlang  12/28 

Darla Dahl  12/29 

Michael Moore  12/29 

Gladyce Klette  12/30 

Devyn Carpenter 12/31 

Connie Flesche  12/31 

Mackenzie Parrotte 12/31 

Keefer Sands  12/31 

December Birthdays! 

 

Fair Trade Coffee  
 

First Lutheran once again has 

Fair Trade Coffee and Tea  

available for purchase during 

coffee hour on Sunday mornings 

at the following prices:  
 

2 lb. Organic Breakfast Blend 

(whole bean) - $18 

12oz.or 1 lb. Coffee  

(various varieties) - $9  

Tea  - $4  

Travel Mugs - $3  
 

òCoffee is woven into Lutheran  

culture ñfrom fellowship hour to pot-

luck dinners.  Obeying Godõs command 

to love our neighbor as ourselves, we 

choose Fair Trade coffee so farmers 

can live in justice, dignity, and peace.ó 
 

The LWR Coffee Project is a partnership between 

Lutheran World Relief and Equal Exchange  
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In faith sharing God½s love,  
In kindness serving all. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Welcome to  
First Lutheran Church 

 

Sunday Worship - 8:30am and 11:00am 
Sunday School - 9:45am 

Confirmation - Wednesdays at 6:00pm 
Care Center Worship - Dec. 13 at 10:30am 

(please note the change of date) 

Eagles Manor Worship - Dec. 21 at 12:30pm 

The Church Office will be closed 
on the following days: 

 

Friday, Dec. 23 
Monday, Dec. 26 
Friday, Dec. 30 
Monday, Jan. 2 

 

Have a blessed Christmas Season.  


